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€ Infectious waste Infectious waste is material suspected to contain pathogens
(bacteria, viruses, parasites or fungi) in sufficient concentration or quantity to cause disease in susceptible
hosts. This category includes:

® waste contaminated with blood or other body fluids

? Waste contaminated with blood or other body fluids include free-flowing blood,
blood components and other body

fluids; dressings, bandages, swabs, gloves, masks, gowns, drapes and other material
contaminated with blood or other body fluids; and waste that has been in contact with the blood of
patients undergoing haemodialysis (e.g. dialysis equipment such as tubing and filters, disposable towels,
gowns, aprons, gloves and laboratory coats).

“ cultures and stocks of infectious agents from laboratory work

“ Laboratory cultures and stocks are highly infectious waste. Waste from autopsies,
animal bodies, and other waste items that have been inoculated, infected, or in contact with highly
infectious agents (based on the World Health Organization’s [WHQO] Laboratory biosafety manual (WHO,
woo) or other international or national risk-based classification of pathogens) are highly infectious waste.
Discarded instruments or materials that have been in contact with persons or animals infected with highly
infectious agents are also to be considered infectious waste.

(o]

° waste from infected patients in isolation wards
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“? Waste from infected patients in isolation wards includes excreta, dressings from
infected or surgical wounds, and clothes heavily soiled with human blood or other body fluids. Waste
from non-infective patients and that is not contaminated with blood or body fluids may be considered
non-infectious. In low-resource settings, the infectioncontrol or medical personnel should determine
whether waste from non-isolation ward patients should be classified as infectious waste. They should
apply the principles of the chain of infection (Chapter ) to assess the risk of disease transmission from
local practices used in the collection, handling, transport, treatment and disposal of waste.

°° CHAPTER XXVII ENVIRONMENT

Wastes are solids, sludges, liquids, and containerized gases other than radioactive and
infectious wastes which, by reason of their chemical activity or toxic, explosive, corrosive, or other
characteristics, cause danger or likely will cause danger to health or the environment, whether alone or
when coming into contact with other waste.

7% ANNEX Il LIST OF HAZARDOUS CHARACTERISTICS

Helo Ecotoxic: Substances or wastes which if released present or may present
immediate or delayed adverse impacts to the environment by means of bioaccumulation and/or toxic
effects upon biotic systems.
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